QUEEN   MAEY   OF   MODEKA
1704 The enclosed letter declared Lovat to be talked of as the author or inventor of a conspiracy which had resulted in the arrest of several Scotch Jacobites.
Another letter, dated January 15, says :
". . . Many persons think the conspiracy will come to nothing, and will prove to be no more than a scheme of the Duke of Queens-berry, Commissioner for Scotland^ and his party, to catch some of the nationalists, the Earl of Atholl being chiefly aimed at; that Frazer of Beaufort, who is as broken in reputation as he is in his fortunes, was secretly employed by the Duke of Queensberry to negotiate with some of the Highlanders, and then to go to the Courts of France and of St. Germains; that he had protection, passports and money from those who employed him. ... I hear that Ferguson has made it plainly known to the English Council that the whole project was designed by the Duke of Queensberry, and he says he had it from Frazer himself. . . . The Earl of Athole, who saw that the plot was directed against himself and his friends, so pushed on the discovery that the scheme is ruined. However that may be, Maclaine, the Keiths, Lindsay and several others are still in prison. A little time will throw fresh light on this affair."
In spite of the Queen's injunctions to secrecy, the adverse reports against Lovat seem to have reached him immediately, to judge from his letter to Lord Middleton, dated January 19,
1704.
Naime              u I have   been mighty ill  this three days . . . and it truly ads
Bodleian ver^ muc^ to m7 distemper that I hear the Queen, for whom I have Library, done so much, seems to give ear to ye frivolous suggestions of my JJjJ'g1,'*          enemys. ... As to the King my master's affairs, I have this to say
for myself, that when I came last year to France with a commission from the most of the Highlanders to ofer ther services to the yong King I was then in full and free possession of a good Estate, and its known to most of the Kingdom that I lost it by my staying last year in France. ... I hazard by my coming here now the intire extinction of my Family, ther being none to represent it but my Brother and me who were both exposed to the dayly hazard of our lives. I have likewise ruined my health by my constant toil in my master's service in which I had so good success that it will be the fault of those on this side if he is not soon restored. If all this meet not
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